On investigating the chemical composition of the F a r Eastern lichens Dactylina a r c t i c a (Hook) Nyl and Usnea annulata (Mull. Argo) Tomin, we isolated f r o m them a compound (I) which, f r o m the results of elementary analysis and its m a s s s p e c t r u m , corresponded to the e m p i r i c a l formula C18HlsOT. The IR s p e c t r u m showed the presence in (I) of an a r o m a t i c ring, a furan ring, hydroxy groups, and an enolizable 1,3-dione grouping [1]. On chromatography on a thin layer, (I) gave a green spot with l(Fc H2SO 4 [2] and the coloration with the Ehrlich reagent that is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c for usnic acid [3]. The NMR and m a s s s p e c t r a of (I) were completely identical with those described for usnic acid by Shibata et al., [4] and by Huneck et al., [5].
Thus, compound (I) is (+)-usnic acid. This confirms the hypothesis put forward by Follmann et al., on the p r e s e n c e of usnic acid in the lichen Dactylina a r c t i c a which was made on the basis of a study by TLC and micro chemical reactions. G. Follmann, S. Huneck, and W. A. Weber, Willdenovia, 5, 7 (1968) .
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